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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Shout OUT from Pastor Sue 

A New Year of Mysteries Waiting to Unfold 

I remember when 2020 was near the end. Everyone was excited to put an end to roller 

coaster year of stress and anxiety. A year that was supposed to bring clarity, you know 

20/20 vision was finally over and we had all of 2021 to look forward too.  Well, that 

didn’t turn out like I hoped! It was harder, more challenging and exhausting in many 

ways than 2020. I can count how many times we planned for something only to have 

it cancelled leaving us helpless to Covid. Through it all, we discovered new ways to 

offer worship and continued to be the body of Christ together. We adapted to a new 

way to share Holy Communion while still figuring out how to open those darn little 

communion cups. We said goodbye to friends and family with heavy hearts.  Our 

VBS program was filled of joy and fun. I am pleased to share that 2/3 of the kids participating were new to 

faith, Jesus and church life. And we got to celebrate Christmas together! Nobody expected how 2021 would 

turn out. But thank goodness it is behind us, and we look forward to a new year.  

So what will 2022 bring us? My prayer is hope for a better year. While we do not know what that will look 

like yet since Covid is constantly evolving, it’s hard to make plans. We know the basics and how to operate 

within that concept. We know that God has been carrying us through the muck of a pandemic. Whether you 

had difficult days, weeks or months or your welcomed new life into your sacred space, Jesus as Emmanuel is 

always with us. We have a solid foundation in Christ that can’t be shaken. He will be our rock in 2022. Every 

day is a new opportunity to lean on God and allow Jesus to hold you and comfort you while we navigate an-

other year filled with uncertainty and yet, possibilities.  

Yes, possibilities. God made a way for the impossible to happen via the birth of Jesus and continues to break 

through in our world in surprising ways. When Jesus invited those who became his disciples, they had no clue 

what it meant or what to expect. They just followed. It was like a new adventure that brought hope and joy to 

people. They saw things with fresh eyes and new possibilities. This year we too will follow with great expecta-

tion that God will show up as God promises to do. We will look with fresh eyes as at our church calendar and 

what is life-giving to our church family, the needs of our community, how to provide that care and welcome 

each person into relationship with God. While this is may feel like what the church always does, the difference 

is a deeper intentionality to be disciples who rely more on God and less on what we know or have always 

done. That my friends is hard work. This is where the adventure begins, and faith takes the lead.  Who knows 

we may have some new epiphanies! 

As for 2022- I anxiously wait for the mysteries and adventures to unfold. God will open new doors and lead us 

in ministry and all we have to do is Follow. Pray. Learn. Grow in Love.  

Wishing you a blessed New Year,  Pastor Sue 



A few years ago, I read a fun book by A.J. Jacobs called 

The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Quest to Fol-

low the Bible as Literally as Possible. It’s important to 

note that Jacobs, a journalist and author, is Jewish and 

agnostic. For one year, he tried to follow every biblical 

“rule” as literally as possible. This includes well-known 

rules like “Love your neighbor” and the Ten Command-

ments, as well as lesser-known commands to stone adul-

terers (which he does by throwing little pebbles at a ra-

ther cranky man he meets in a park who brags to Jacobs 

about an affair he is involved in). Jacobs also decided to 

follow the biblical instruction to tithe, deciding to give 

away 10 percent of his income.  

After convincing 

his wife to join 

him, Jacobs gave 

the donations 

away to several 

charities electronically. He describes his experience this 

way, “The giving was painful. I mean, 10 percent? That 

would have an impact on our lives. Vacations would 

need to be scaled back; new furniture would have to 

wait. It was huge. When I pressed ‘send’ on the dona-

tions, my palms got wet, my heart rate spiked.”  

In giving, Jacobs felt the fear that is common to all of 

us. The fear of not having enough. However, that wasn’t 

all he experienced. He continues: “It was a pain mixed 

with pleasure. When the confirmation email pinged in, I 

felt good. There’s a haunting line from the movie Chari-

ots of Fire. It’s spoken by Ian Charleson, who plays a 

deeply religious sprinter in the 1924 Olympics. He says: 

‘When I run, I feel his pleasure.’ And as I gave away 

money, I think I might have felt God’s pleasure. Which 

is odd. Because I’m agnostic. I don’t know if there’s a 

God or not, but still I’ve felt some high sense of pur-

pose. It was like a cozy ember that started at the back of 

my neck and slowly spread its warmth through my skull. 

I felt like I was doing something I should have done all 

my life.” Ultimately, Jacobs’ generosity changed him. I 

wonder, how our relationship with God and our lives 

might be vivified because of our giving?  

Scarcity or Abundance  
What are you looking for?  

January 2022 

Rev. Jason Mahnke, 
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

When trying to grow generous givers within our 

churches and communities, it is helpful to pay at-

tention to the calendar as we plan stewardship ac-

tivities.  

Consider the month of January. Of course, it’s the 

dawn of the New Year. People tend to make New 

Year’s Resolutions. They are also receiving their 

credit card bills and bank statements that detail all 

the purchases they made during the holidays. How 

can these events shape your approach to Steward-

ship? Consider:  

 Challenging people to take a step forward in 

their discipleship as a part of a New Year’s 

Resolution. Will they consider praying daily? 

Serving others in a ministry once a month? 

Consider giving proportionally and regularly? 

Take a step closer toward tithing?  

 Hosting a Financial Wellness small group 

like Saving Grace or Financial Peace Univer-

sity to help people establish an emergency 

fund, get out of debt, learn how to give, and 

intentionally manage their finances.  

 Continue to connect money and mission by 

celebrating different ministries during wor-

ship and the impact they are making. Re-

member to say thank you for people’s gener-

osity that makes these ministries happen.  

For more ideas, check out our Year-Round Stew-

ardship Brochure or contact The Wisconsin United 

Methodist Foundation toll-free at 1- 888-903-9863 

or email us at wumf@wumf.org.  

Helps for the Stewardship Team  

Paying Attention to the Calendar  

Save the Date:  
Super Bowl of Stewardship Retreat  
Algoma Boulevard UMC: Oshkosh  

February 12, 2022  
More Information at www.wumf.org 
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  1 

 

2 3 

 

7:30 DB @ 

RLUMC 

4 5 

 

3:45 Confirma-

tion Class 

6 7 8 

9 

9:00 Canton SS 

9:15 RL Adult SS 

 

10 

7:30 DB @ 

RLUMC 

11 

 

 

7:00 Finance 

12 

3:45 Confirma-

tion Class 

13 14 15 

16 

9:15 RL Adult SS 

17 

 

4:00 Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

7:30 DB @ 

RLUMC 

18 19 

1:00 UMW Ex-

ecutive Meeting 

3:45 Confirma-

tion Class 

5:30 Serving 

Benjamin House 

7:00 SPRC 

20 

 

10:30 Prayer 

Shawl  

 

1:00 Worship  

21 22 

9AM District  

Learning Day 

23 

9:00 Canton SS 

9:15 RL Adult SS 

 

30 

9:15 RL Adult SS 

LOUD Offering 

24 

7:30 DB @ Stan-

fold 

 

31 

 

 

Dartball  BYE 

25 

9:00 Newsletter 

folders 

26 

1:00 Woodstone 

Worship 

3:45 Confirma-

tion Class 

27 

 

 

7:00 Ad Council  

28 29 

Liturgists 
January   2:  Mary Mattson 
January   9:  Bruce Kaupanger 
January 16:  Lisa Mink 
January 23:  Pam Forrester 
January 30:  Mary Pautsch 

2022 



5-  Rick Boortz 
17-  Wyatt Gifford 
18-  Doddie Bidinger 
23– Amanda Alton 
30-  Stacey Castillo 

 

Please call the office if we 
are missing any important 
dates.  Thanks! 

Canton UMC 

The Canton Sunday School Christmas Program 
was held December 19th.   



The Adult Sunday School class 

will resume on Sunday, January 9 
after a break for the holidays. 

We will be using a study called Stories 

Jesus Told:  How to Read a Parable, by 

Greg Carey.  If Jesus’ parables sometimes 

confuse you or make you wonder how 

they apply today, this series may be use-

ful.  If, on the other hand, you find the 

parables too simple or obvious, you may 

find some new insights here.   

If you just want some good conversation 

about life and Jesus and being a Christian 

in the world today, you are also welcome 

to join us in Fellowship Hall at 9:15 on 

Sunday mornings.   A book will be pro-

vided, but there is no required reading, 

and there will be a video presentation each 

week.  All are welcome, even if you can’t 

attend every session.   We look forward to 

seeing you! 

Northwest District Gathering-

  "Out of the Boxing Ring and  

Into the Baptismal Font-  

Clergy Wellness" 

Mark your calendars! On January 22, 2022 

from 9:00am-3:00pm, there will be an 

online district-wide gathering via Zoom 

featuring a workshop, keynote speaker 

Rev. Susan Amann, and afternoon breakout 

sessions. Some topics to be covered in-

clude: trustee training, Finance 101, Intro. 

to accountable leadership, lay servant min-

istry, racial justice, clergy wellness, and 

brick river basics.  

Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/

leadership-in-the-post-pandemic-church-

tickets208006492017  

There is no cost to attend.  

Prayer: Loving God, I pray that you will 

comfort me in my suffering, lend skill to the 

hands of my healers, and bless the means used 

for my cure. Give me such confidence in the 

power of your grace, that even when I am 

afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer Concerns  *denotes new prayer needs. 

Please hold these persons in prayer… *Laura Haugen-surgery 

recovery (Kathy Wagenbach daughter); *Donna Cook’s son- 

heart attack; *Jodi Gehrke -serious auto accident (Mary 

Pautsch family); *Cole Rindsig-hand surgery (Russell & Karen 

grandson); *Neil Tollander-hospice; *Walt Rowe- Covid; 

*Mark Toft- hip surgery; *Mike- diabetes (Sharon Hagberg 

brother); *Vicki H-critical health problems; Art and Delores 

Bishop (Candy’s parents); Jill Dietz, Lloyd Snyder, Arlene 

Ciulla, Harold Quarderers, Shirley Peterson- heart issues; Dale 

Crisler- healing; Darlene Stromeyer. Families affected by tor-

nados and wild fires. Families who have been impacted by the 

shootings in Oxford, MI. Many friends and family with Covid.  

Our Deepest Sympathies to these families: 

Maggie Maust, passing of her brother. Family of Dawn Jenness

- daughter of June Lihrman.  Family of Chuck Lenhart, brother 

of Margie (Joe) Haines. Mary Lynn Cherry- aunt and uncle 

passed away. 

Family of Connie Demers. Connie entered her eternal home on 

Dec 19th. Services were held on Dec 27th at Maranatha Church. 

Connie was long time friend of Canton UMC.  

Family of Wayne Henderson. Wayne entered into his eternal 

home on Dec 20th. Celebration of Life service was held on Dec 

28, 2021 at First UMC.  

Family of Cecil Deutsch. Cecil passed away on Dec 9th and 

entered his eternal home with God. Funeral services were held 

at Appleyard’s Funeral home on Dec 17, 2021.  

Family of Judy Chandler. Her sister Charlotte Alexander 
passed away Nov. 8 at Helen’s Home in Boyceville who was 

amazing with their care of which the family was so grateful 
for.   

Prayer for A Time of Loss,  by M.S. Lowndes 

We pray that in this time of loss, you'll feel God's love much 

more and that you'll find your comfort in the presence of the 

Lord. We pray God pours upon you, His sweet amazing grace 

and overflow your heart with peace as you live in His embrace. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen. 



2- Pam Petry 
4- Effie Arnold 
5- Dedrick Hampton 
5- Kari Chafer 
6- Jyllian Grady 
9- Lily Rettenmund 
11- Rayne Semple 
12- Jacob Weaver 
13- Gwen Rettenmund 
17- Brock Buergi 
22- Michael Breitzman 
23- Jenay Hammang 
24- Hailey Sirek 
27- Kathy Nielsen 

1- James & Sharon  
      Campbell 
31- Charlie & Lin Strong 
 
If your birthday or anniversary 
is not listed then please call the 
office to update your info.  

~Steph      

I want to extend our sincerest thank you to all of you at First 

United Methodist Church.  I cannot even begin to say how ap-

preciative we are for your generosity.  Your spirit of giving 

will remind residents they are cared for and oved.  This will be 

so important to them, especially at this time of year. 
 

Shay Freeman, Activity Director 

Thank you to 
Neil & Sue 

Tollander for the 
new Advent 

wreath. 

The Missions Committee would like to thank the Congregation for making our 

Christmas projects a huge success! On our Mitten Tree we had a total of 148 

items. Among them being many hats, gloves, mittens and scarves and even 

some socks. 

Your generosity was also evident in 

your many gifts to Heritage Manor 

Lakeside. There were 32 pairs of 

slipper socks, 12 men’s shirts/

sweaters/sweatshirts, 25 women’s 

tops/sweatshirts, 32 lip balms and 

13 lotions. Also $1050 was given 

for 70 most appreciated haircuts. 

Your gifts have made for a wonder-

ful Christmas for those at Heritage 

Lakeside. 

Again thank you! Your Missions Committee  

Missions Committee 



United Methodist Women 

'Healing and Joy on Our 

Journey to God' is the theme 

for our 2022 UMW focus and pro-

grams. 

"This last year has been a difficult 

and unpredictable one. Almost all 

of us, and everyone we know, have 

endured a period of loss: in lives, 

in health, of jobs, of certainty, of 

intimacy and experiences. The 

losses are unique to each of us yet 

shared throughout our community. 

We are hungry for healing and in 

need of God's deep joy." (Program 

Resource Book) 

As an organized unit, we are a 

community of women and this year 

we will work towards cultivating 

healing and joy for ourselves and 

our world. Please join us, in person 

or spirit, as we contemplate what is 

healing and joy and how do we 

know we've obtained them. Help us 

support one another as we learn. In 

January, there is the executive 

meeting scheduled for Wednesday 

the 19th at 10:00 am. We will meet 

as a unit on February 2nd at 

1:00pm when the traditional 'A 

Call to Prayer and Self-Denial' pro-

gram will be presented. We have 

much to celebrate as the new year 

begins. Let's focus on God's prom-

ises as we navigate our trials. 2 

Timothy 1:7-"For God gave us a 

spirit not of fear but of power and 

love and self-control." Raise a toast 

to Rice Lake United Methodist 

Women!  

Happy New Year! 

Kathy Wagenbach, co-president 

A Monthly Guide For Giving 

Since 1881, United Methodist Women have contributed to a spontane-

ous individual offering for the blessings they have received. I'd like us 

to reflect every month on the joys and abundance God bestows upon us 

and use the following suggestions to share monthly by adding to your 

Thank Bank. Our unit will send these contributions next November to 

be sent through channels of UMW Missions Giving in the Untied 

States and around the world. 

January- Remember  those persons who are homeless. Give twenty-

five cents for every bed in your home. 

February- For every Valentine you send or receive, place 10 cents. 

March- It is Spring! When you see your first flower bloom, put 50 

cents. 

April- Each week you recycle or use your green grocery bags, place 

twenty-five cents in your bank. 

May- Remembering the joys of mothering, give twenty-five cents for 

each time you witness a child giving a hug. 

June- Travel is fairly simple for most of us. Each day you drive or ride 

in a car, plane, or bus this month, add five cents. 

July- Be thankful for the freedoms we enjoy in this land. Add ten cents 

for every flag you see this month. 

August- This month can be hot and dry. For every day it rains, add ten 

cents. 

September- A good month to get back in the swing of things. Put a 

quarter in for every meeting you attend. 

October- The Fall season is upon us. For the first flock of geese you 

see in V formation, put one dollar in your container. 

November- Be thankful for the plentiful supply of food. Count the 

cans of food in your cupboards and give ten cents for each can. 

December- We are fortunate to be able to give gifts. Add twenty five 

cents each time you go Christmas shopping. 

These are some tangible ways to express gratitude for special blessings. 

Please use it as a reminder to see the good things going on around us all 

the time! 

Kathy Wagenbach UMW co-president 

"Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give 

thanks to him and praise his name" - Psalm 100:4 (NIV) 



First United Methodist Church 
1221 Wesley Dr., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Phone: (715) 234-3919 

Fax: (715) 434-5848 

Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 

Website: www.RiceLakeUMC.org 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 am 

Adult Sunday School 9:15 am 

Youth Sunday School 10:00 am 

All our worship services can be heard on your phone by 

dialing 1(855)788-3919 or watch us on Facebook or 

YouTube.  
 

Canton United Methodist Church 

2408 15 3/8 Ave., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Office: 1221 Wesley Dr ., Rice Lake, WI 

 Phone: (715) 234-3919 

 Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 
 

Worship Service: 9:00 am  

Youth Sunday School 1st & 3rd Sundays at 9 am 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Susan Oeffler  

     Cell#: 1-608-617-8149 

     Email: pastor@ricelakeumc.org 
 

Office Manager: Stephanie Byrnes-Hampton 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-4:00 pm  
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We are meeting in-person at both churches. However– 

listed below are the various ways to get our services at 

home if you are not comfortable coming in yet: 
 

Facebook– search (top left) for First United Methodist 

Church of Rice Lake, make sure to “Like” us and Face-

book should notify you when we go “Live.” 
 

YouTube– search (box along the top) for First UMC of 

Rice Lake Media. You should see a blue circle with a 

“F” click on that and the videos should be right there.  
 

Over-the-Phone– options:   

 You can call 1-855-788-3919 and sign up for it to call 

you automatically any time we go “live” by pressing 1 

when it asks you to. 

 You can call or email the church office to manually 

add you to the list that are called automatically. 

 You can just call in every week; dial the number and 

just wait. If you call before the service “goes live” you 

will hear some of last week’s service but it will switch 

over automatically to the new service. Just hang on the 

line.  

Please note that you can call and listen to any of the last 

10 archived services anytime you want.  


